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              April 1 – Wednesday Worship- 6:30 pm 
            

  April 2 – Maundy Thursday – 6:30 pm 

Every week, in communion liturgy, we hear God’s words of 

promise, “In the night he was betrayed…” Come and celebrate 

God creating unity among us, through the body and blood of his 

Son.  Jesus’ broken body, for our broken bodies. 
 

  April 3 – Good Friday– 6:30 pm 

Come to a funeral.  Jesus on trial, sentenced, mocked, humiliated, 

scorned, beaten, whipped, crucified.  The saddest day of worship 

– yet we call it good, only because we know the rest of the story.  

It is Friday…but Sunday’s coming 
 

             April 5 – Easter Worship– 9 and 10:30 am 

7:30-9am Celebrate Easter through breakfast together, free 

breakfast from youth as a thank you to you! 
 

During Holy Week and Easter Sunday, we see God’s love for us in the death and resurrection of Jesus.  But 

what about the next Sunday?  And the one after that?  And the one in the middle of July?  We need God’s 

love and forgiveness spoken to us on those Sundays as well.   

Easter is the Great Sunday, but every Sunday is a little Easter. 

 

  THE
 BRISTOL BANNER 

       Newsletter of Bristol Lutheran Church 
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“Inspired by the Gospel, we love and serve creation through our Christ-centered community.” 
 

 
 

Sunday WORSHIP – 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday WORSHIP– 6:30 p.m. 
Attended NURSERY and BRISTOL BUTTERFLIES for Sunday Worship (3 – kindergarten age program)  

Sunday School- 10:15 a.m. – 11:00 a.m.  
Fellowship – 10:00 a.m.       

 Pastor Rick Reiten, phone 608-622-7910, email pastorrick@bristollutheran.org 

Council President:  Kathy Thorstad, home phone 608-837-7020 

Parish Secretary:  Michelle Meier, email secretary@bristollutheran.org 

            

 

The Bristol Banner April edition is the official monthly publication of  

Bristol Lutheran Church.  Membership is voluntary.  We are located at 6835 HWY N, Sun Prairie, WI 53590-9431. 
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Pastors Message- 
 

April showers…bring May flowers. 

We know this rhyme, this song.  We look forward to the rain of this time, and the blooming flowers that are coming.  It 

brings us joy.  Much like Easter. 

I am not sure if it is just coincidence, God’s sense of humor, or divine planning – but Spring and Easter just go together.  I 

know the Jewish Passover celebration is during this time, in the month of Nisan or April, and Jesus was hung on the cross 

during Passover. And our Easter Sunday is celebrated based on the lunar calendar – always the first Sunday, after the first 

full moon, after March 21
st
 (there will be a test later).  Easter will be between March 22 and April 25, because of the nature 

of the moon cycles. But regardless, Easter is celebrated at the same time as Spring, the season cycle around us.  And Easter 

and spring reflect the same themes.   

You can make the connection as easily as I can.   

Easter and spring time are about renewal.  Snow melting, and hopefully not coming back for 7-8 months.  Jesus rising on 

Easter Sunday. Buds appearing and grass growing.  New creation from an empty tomb.  Starting seeds and watching the 

sprouts grow in our home.  We are excited to sing the alleluias of Easter.  Spring is about new life, after the dead of winter. 

Easter is light after the darkness of Lent.  Birds come back.  Jesus comes back.  We see our neighbors again, no longer 

bundled up running from the car to the door. We are freed by the resurrection. We feel the sunshine.  We feel the rays of the 

Son.  Spring rejuvenates us.  Easter restores us.   

This is the time we look forward to each year.  Not only because Easter is the highlight, highpoint of the calendar, but it is a 

reminder that we are given new life, just like our plants and flowers every spring.  When we feel dead inside, we know God 

creates something new, exciting, wonderful.  Both inside us, and outside in creation. 

I look forward to seeing that life. 

Peace, 

Pastor Rick 
 

 

Bristol welcomes New Members into the community! 
 

On Sunday March 22 and Wednesday March 25 we celebrated in the community with new members.  We give God thanks 

for their gifts to God’s mission at Bristol, and for the part they bring to the worshipping community.  The pictures are on 

the board in the fellowship hall, check them out! Thank you also to Joy Moore and Life and Growth Committee for 

providing a great cake! 
 

    

    Barb and Rich Schnell   Cathy Pierce   Jeff, Sheri, Jordan,    Kristen and Ryan  Mike, Lindsey, 

          and Jared Witt         Servais            and Bryce Ganz 
 

 

Do you play softball? 

 
Come and join the Sun Prairie Church softball league.  Last year we combined with 

the United Methodist Church and some others to form a team – and we had a great time.  We 

had enough people so that everyone could be gone at different times for vacation, and we still 

could field a team.  Games will be in June, July, and August, and this year played Sunday 

afternoon at  Stoneridge Estate Park.  Email Pr. Rick if you are interested. 
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                                    Attention Bristol Golfers! 
 

April may be a bit early…but start thinking about golf.  Men and women, young and old – we can hit 

the links together!  Come, spend time, share faith and life, as we move around the golf course – and 

help each other find our golf balls in the woods! We will play once a month and you can come       

                     as you are available. 

Check for upcoming details…or talk to Don Hanson if you are interested, 

 or contact the church and we can pass along the info. 
 

 

All Ministry Committee Night…the second Tuesday of every month, from 6:30-8 PM. 
 

A night for committees to meet, collaborate, discuss, as we share ministry together.  All committees of the congregation are 

invited to be part of this night and use this night as designated for meeting, especially the standing committees of the 

Congregational Council (e.g. Life and Growth, Property, Worship/Music, Education, Stewardship, Outreach, Youth, 

Memorial/Gift).  Hope you can join us! 
 

 

Pedals, Pipes & Pizza on April 18 in Sun Prairie 
 

On Saturday, April 18, young pianists will have an opportunity to meet the King of Instruments, the organ! This 

event, entitled Pedals, Pipes & Pizza 2015, is sponsored by the Association of Church Musicians, which includes the 

Madison Chapter of the American Guild of Organists. The event will take place in Sun Prairie, with opportunities to hear 

and to play the organs at the Sun Prairie United Methodist Church, Our Savior’s Lutheran Church, and Sacred Hearts of 

Jesus & Mary Catholic Church. It will begin at 9:00 a.m., end at 3:00 p.m., and include a pizza lunch. A video showing 

how pipe organs work will be shown. 

Piano students, ages 9-16 (grades three and up), who would like to take part in Pedals, Pipes & Pizza 2015 can contact 

event coordinator John Krueger (home phone: 608.249.0679; mobile phone: 608.358.4677; e-mail: j.krueger@att.net). 

Registration is required and due by Monday, April 13. Pedals, Pipes & Pizza 2015 (including lunch) is free to all who 

attend. Parents and guardians are welcome and are invited to attend as well. Students are encouraged to bring a piece of 

piano music to play on each of the three organs we visit. 
 

DISCIPLESHIP -  Ministries of the Congregation 
  

  

                LIFE & GROWTH 
  

                     Progressive Dinner 

                     Saturday, May 16
th
 

       Looking for hosts for appetizers, main course and desserts.   

              If interested, please contact Joy Moore. 
 

 

PASTOR/PARISH COMMITTEE 

 

The Pastor-Parish Committee is made up of six members. Three are appointed by the Council President and three by the 

Pastor. The terms are for two years. The committee is to be a support group for the pastor and also a sounding board for 

the congregation. If anyone has something to share with the committee it will be discussed within the group and hopefully 

resolved there. What is discussed in the group is confidential. 

Members: Barb Fett, Allison Peterson, John Stellflue, Lou Stallman, Arlynn Schwanke and Mary Jo Blumer 
 

  

              OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 

       Sunshine Supper 
Sunshine Supper will be served by Bristol Lutheran on Monday, June 29th.  

Watch for more information to come out in May to help with this community event!! 
 

mailto:j.krueger@att.net


 4 

  

BRISTOL LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
 

Spring is here – at least according to the calendar! The annual BLCW Salad Buffet/Bake 

Sale/Plant Sale is scheduled for Saturday, May 2. Watch for sign-up sheets in the narthex for 

donating salads, baked goods, and your time. 
 

Got seeds? Please consider planting a few extra and donating for the Plant Sale! Please 

keep the Plant Sale in mind when thinning out your perennials this spring, also. Thanks! 
 

O Taste and See…the cookbooks are available at $12 each. Contact Sandy Barr-Hundt, Kathy 

Thorstad, Lindsay Reiten, Janice Vollmert, Sandy Yoder or Allison Peterson if you would like to purchase 

one (or more!) 
 

 

Thanks to all who contributed funds for the new dishwasher. It performed well thanks to those who have been trained how 

to use it. 
 

Thanks for good-hearted folks who brought food for the recent funeral lunches. Please retrieve your pan/bowl/dish/plastic 

container/crockpot from the kitchen counter. 
 

Thanks also for recycling. While BLCW uses large tin containers to store rosettes made for the Norwegian Specialties Food 

Sale, we no longer have use for the small decorative tins. We suggest you take them to Goodwill or St. Vincent de Paul. 
 

Thanks for the ice cream pails with handles and covers. We use them in which to freeze krumkake. However, we have 

enough small plastic containers to last a few years. Please do not bring any more of those since kitchen storage space is 

limited. 
 

Also, whatever group needs to use plastic tablecloths. Please do not buy more. We have a large tub overflowing with them. 

We ask that whoever uses them to make sure they are dry before folding them and returning them to the tub in the BLCW 

storeroom across from the quilter’s closet. 
 

Your cooperation on these matters will be appreciated by all who use the facilities.  
 

Alice Zweifel, BLCW Secretary 
 

 

  

LIBRARY SPOTLIGHT 
 

Max Lucado is a popular Christian author and the library wants to highlight one of the books he has written titled "THE 

GIFT FOR ALL   Thoughts on God's great grace". The chapters are short and written in sections titled "The Gift of a 

Savior, Ransom for Sinners, Bounteous Grace, and The Choice". One of the chapters in the Ransom for Sinners is titled "At 

Any Cost" and it reads  

God on a cross. The ultimate act of creative compassion. The Creator being sacrificed for the creation. God convincing man 

once and for all that he would give anything, pay any price to save his children. He could have given up. He could have 

turned his back. He could have walked away from  the wretched mess the became, but he didn't.          God didn't give up. 

When people from his own hometown tried to push him over a cliff, he didn't give up. When his brothers ridiculed him, he 

didn't give up. When he was accused of blaspheming God by people who didn't fear God, he didn't give up. When Peter 

worshiped him at the supper and cursed him at the fire, he didn't give up. When people spat in his face, he didn't spit back. 

When the bystanders slapped him, he didn't slap them. When a whip ripped his sides, he didn't turn and command the 

awaiting angels to stuff that whip down that soldier's throat.  And when human hands fastened the divine hands to a cross 

with spikes, it wasn't the soldiers who held the hands of Jesus. It was God who held them steady. Those same hands that 

formed the oceans and built the mountains. Those same hands that designed the dawn and crafted each cloud . These same 

hands that blueprinted one incredible plan for you and me.   Take a stroll out to the hill. Out to Calvary. Out to the cross 

where, with holy blood, the hand that placed you on the planet wrote the promise, 'God would give up his only Son before 

he'd give up on you'." Check this book out and read more of the chapters that can inspire you. 
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MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 
 

 “WISH LIST” from Bristol Lutheran Church Ministries 

Updated January 2015  
  

Property/Grounds Committee 
1.      Conference room chairs at $150.00?? each 

 

Worship and Music Committee/Altar Guild 

1.      Speakers for the sanctuary. (to bring the sound system up to the original recommended design) 

Need two to four speakers, don’t have a cost estimate. 

2.      Baptismal Font - $1,500 
 

 

BEFRIENDERS 
 

We are a congregation – who visits, shares communion, listen to stories, and love each other through our presence together. 
   

For years we have had a thriving ministry called Befrienders, where lay people work with Pastor Rick to visit and bring 

communion to others we care for in the congregation.  This group helps provide pastoral care to the congregation, beyond 

what the pastor can do alone.  As the identity of our congregation changes, we need to strengthen this group with others who 

are passionate about visiting. 
 

     You are a minister of the congregation…can you help? 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

April 5
th

 – Easter Breakfast!  Just a reminder that we need youth to help serve the free Easter Breakfast from 

7:30-9 and to help with fellowship at 11:30 after the second service.  Your help is appreciated! 

 

April 8
th

 – Dodgeball and “9 square in the air” Game Night @ Sun Prairie United Methodist Church 

 (702 North St.)  

      Arrive around 7:15, and join those coming from worship.  We will play 7:30-8:30. 

After all your hard work with the Lent Meal, pie auction, and serving Easter Breakfast – let’s play 

together.  Remember, practice your skills to dodge, duck, dip, dive, and dodge! And if you have never 

played 9 square in the air, it is a blast.  

 

April 26
th

 – Camp Sunday 

We welcome Lutherdale Bible Camp to lead us in worship on this Sunday.  Come, hear 

about how our confirmation students play, learn, and engage in life and faith during their 

time at camp.  Check out other camp opportunities for retreats, elementary and high school 

programs, and lots more.  Our outdoor ministry settings are vital to faith experiences.   
  

 

                                            Thank You... 
 

Thank you to everyone who bought a pie or made a pie, for the annual Pie Auction.  

$2300.00  was raised to support the youth for the National Youth Gathering this summer.               

We had a lot of fun! 
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

                                  "FEARLESS GENEROSITY" 

"Genesis 1 & 2 is the story of God creating the earth, the light, the dark, water, dry ground every 

plant, every living creature including a man and everything was complete. Do you know what God 

said each time He completed a piece of the creation ? - God said He saw that it was good. God was 

pleased, God was excited about what He created and God was fearless in creation. "Fearless 

Generosity" began with God's creation. The stewardship ministry will be working with the concept 

of being fearless with this year's theme being titled "Fearless Generosity". Challenges and 

opportunities will be given to us to think about for being fearless in our choices for where we go 

and what we do for the mission/work God gives us. This begins with 'fearless living' that 

encourages us to be courageous in our lives and our choices and helps us to know that we are included in God's creation and 

in the caring for God's creation. 

Ephesians 3: 20-21 states "Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to accomplish abundantly far more than 

all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus to all generations, forever and ever. Amen. 

(NRSV)   God will accomplish great things with all of us as we as we are faithful, fearless steward's working in God's 

world.  Remember that "The will of God will never lead you where the grace of God cannot keep you." 
 

The Stewardship ministry team: Cathy Pierce, Pastor Rick Reiten, Janice Vollmert 
 

  

WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE 
  

                          – meets at 6:30 p.m., 2
nd

 Tuesday of the month 
 

Committee members:  Pastor Rick, Jean Bauer, Marilyn Betlach, 

Ken Forney (Director of Music Ministry), & Cyndi Voeck (Chair, Secretary, Council Rep.) 
 

Sound System – We are currently getting quotes for an upgrade on our sound system.  Our goals are to centralize the 

sound components into a smaller cabinet, update the microphones, improve the speaker set-up in the sanctuary, and upgrade 

the monitors.  We’ll give you an update in the next month or two. 
 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:  The Worship & Music committee would love to have a new voice or two.  Counting Pastor 

Rick, we currently have five members.  Of those five, Jean Bauer serves on the Christian Education committee, so she’s no 

longer able to attend our meetings as they meet at the same time.  Marilyn Betlach must leave after an hour of attendance 

because of another commitment.  We truly need more input during the planning phases of our committee.  Can any of you 

answer this calling? 
 

Advance Planning – For anyone wanting to participate in the planning of worship services (Christmas, Easter, etc.) or any 

other aspect of the business of the Worship & Music Committee, note that we have an ongoing FUTURE BUSINESS 

section at the end of all of our meeting minutes.  Know that you are welcome to attend any of these meetings to give some 

input into the planning.  This is our effort to receive input BEFORE decisions are made.  Thank you. 
 

HYMN SING Choosing – The hymns for 3/29, the fifth Sunday of the month that we’ve designated as Hymn Sing 

Sunday, have been selected from the Hymn Sing Choices box located on the table next to Michelle’s office.  Following are 

the rest of the Hymn Sing Sundays for 2015, along with the readings for that day if you choose to use them: 

 May 31, The Holy Trinity, readings are Isaiah 6:108, Psalm 29, Romans 8:12-17, & John 3:1-18 

 August 30, Pentecost 14, readings are Deuteronomy 4:1-2 & 6-9, Psalm 15, James 1:17-27, Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 

 December 29, Advent 1 

If you’d like to help pick out the hymns, you may either drop your suggestions into the box or simply email them to 

Michelle at secretary@bristollutheran.org and she’ll drop them in the box for you. 

THANK YOU for your participation!  

 

 

mailto:secretary@bristollutheran.org
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HOLY WEEK / EASTER WORSHIP 
Wednesday– 6:30 worship with communion 

Maundy Thursday – 6:30 p.m. 

Good Friday – 6:30 p.m. 

EASTER Sunday – 9:00 & 10:30 worship 
 

Make a JOYFUL noise unto the Lord!  SERVE the Lord with GLADNESS!  Come before his presence with SINGING!!! 

Cyndi Voeck, W & M Chair 
 

  

CHRISTIAN ED COMMITTEE 
 

Thank you to our Sunday School Kids, and parents, and congregation for the book donations.  This 

has been a great service project! 

We are donating the children’s books to daycare facilities (335); the Sunshine Supper will kid middle 

and high school books (131); Assisting Living facilities will get the adult and religious books (62); 

plus there were 22 miscellaneous books that will go where needed.  Over 500 books are donated and 

given to people in our community.  Way to go! 
 

 

Let Us Pray…  
 

Prayers of healing, comfort and support for members: Sally Mortenson, Don Hanson, Bethany King, Allison 
Peterson, Art Paulman, and Les Lee. 

For family & friends: Al Young (Family of Jeff & Wendy Hoffmann), Michelle Lee-Kuhlow (Daughter of Les & Bonnie 
,ÅÅɊȟ 4ÉÍ 2ÉÄÅÏÕÔ ɉ$ÁÎ 4ÈÏÒÓÔÁÄȭÓ 5ÎÃÌÅɊȟ 0ÁÔÒÉÃÉÁ (ÏÆÆÍÁÎÎ ɉ*ÅÆÆ (ÏÆÆÍÁÎÎȭÓ ÍÏÔÈÅÒɊȟ Jim Scott (Linda Campbell's 
and Gary Scott's brother), Sara Jessel (Friend of Laurie Gates), Ken Schmelzer (brother of Nancy Scott), Christopher 
Flynn (Diane Coudray grandson), Mary Lynn Piezker (friend of Jim & Jean Bauer), Nancy Sluder (cousin of Linda 
#ÁÍÐÂÅÌÌ Ǫ 'ÁÒÙ 3ÃÏÔÔɊȟ "ÅÖ 'ÅÈÒËÅ ɉ'ÅÎÅ Ǫ "ÅÖ 'ÅÈÒËÅȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙɊȢ   
For our homebound: Lorie Nolden, Bernice Sherman, Betty Skrenes, Milt & Ilene Austin, Tom Weigen, Mary Wagner, 
David Grulke, and Phyllis Reinen. 
Prayers of comfort for the family of:   Connie Matheson, who joined our Lord on 2/25/15;   Dan Johnson (friend of 
Brad & Audrey Drake), who joined our Lord on 2/24/15;  Anna Gehrke, who joined our Lord on 2/21/15;  Geraldine 
Gordee (Aunt of Tammy Weiss) who recently passed away. 
 

 

 
 

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
 

 Bennet Moore  Apr 1 

 Michael Burrison  Apr 2 

 Todd Skibba  Apr 2 

 Lauren Skibba  Apr 2 

 Kailey Meier  Apr 3 

 Art Paulman  Apr 4 

 Susan VanDriel  Apr 5 

 Cindy Austin  Apr 6 

 Trevor Reinen  Apr 6 

 Alan Sebranek                   Apr         7 

 Bev Gehrke  Apr 9 

 Cyndi Voeck  Apr 9 

 Gene Gehrke  Apr 10 

 Isla King  Apr 11 

 Betty Skrenes  Apr 17 

 Blaine Moore  Apr 19 

 Candy Skibba  Apr 20 

 Marilyn Betlach  Apr 24 

 Emme Thorpe  Apr 24 

 Pam Fugina                   Apr         25 

 Venus Burrison  Apr 30 

 

  APRIL ANNIVERSARIES    

 

Edith & Russell Lorenz         04/02/1966           49 Roger & Lorie Nolden          04/06/1991            24 

Dean & Wendy Dederich      04/24/1993           22 
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BRISTOL LUTHERAN CHURCH GROUPS  
 

Chancel Choir is our group of people, High School age and up, that likes to sing.  Rehearsal is every Wednesday at 7 p.m. (not in 

summer).   
Men’s Breakfast is an informal gathering for men at the Country Cafe and meets on the 2nd Thursday of the month at 8 a.m., 

September through April. 
Prayer Chain is a ministry prayer group that supports and cares for others through prayer.  Your Prayer Chain coordinator is Sandy 

Junkeris. 

Quilters make quilts at the church for LWR in the spring & fall during scheduled Tuesdays from 8:30 a.m.-noon.  Bring your 

materials (or just yourself) and enjoy this fellowship.  
 

 

The diakonia± Project:  Introduction to the New Testament  

Other Gospels 
 

This is a continuation of the information learned from the diakonia Ê program which is a 2-year 

exploration of the bible and a personal faith journey.  In addition to the Gospels of Mark, Matthew, 

Luke, and John, there were many other documents written which were not placed in the New 

Testament.  These documents each had a distinctive perspective on Jesusõs teachings and 

theological significance.   
 

Examples of other gospels include Secret Mark  and the Gospel of Peter  wh ich explore the mysteries 

of Jesusõs private speeches and his resurrection.  The Infancy Gospel of James  preserves legendary 

material about Jesusõs family, and the Infancy Gospel of Thomas  records legends about Jesusõs 

childhood.   
 

The Infancy Gospel of J ames  

This gospel was probably written about 145 AD.  It supplies background information on Jesusõs 

parents and family, covering events occurring up to and including his birth.  Based partly on the 

infancy accounts in Matthew and Luke and partly on oral tra dition, this gospel may include a few 

historical facts.  The story focuses on the personal history of Mary.  It is the oldest source to assert 

the  virginity of Mar y prior to, during, and after the birth of Jesus.  Although never officially admitted to 

the New Testament canon, the book has exerted much influence in shaping orthodox belief in some 

Christian groups.  
 

The Gospel According to Thomas  

In December, 1945, t he Gospel According to Thomas  was discovered by Mohammed Ali, an 

Egyptian farmer who was digging for fertilizer near the village of Nag Hammadi, Egypt.  It is the only 

work to survive complete. The author is unknown, and scholars theorize that the gospel w as written 

between the years 50 and 100 CE or in the 2 nd  century.  After the complete text was found, scholars 

realized that three different Greek text fragments previously found in Egypt were part of the Gospel 

of Thomas .   
 

This gospel is very different from other gospels because is not a narrative account Jesusõs life and 

contains no miracles.  There are 114 sayings which are often stand -alone or embedded in short 

dialogues or parables.  There are three reasons that this gospel is important.  First, some  scholars 

believe that it is one of the most important texts in understanding early Christianity outside the New 

Testament.  Secondly, scholars working on the Q document (a collection of teachings used by the 

gospels of Matthew and Luke which was never fou nd), the Gospel of Thomas  is an indication that 

early Christians wrote collections of sayings of Jesus, thus strengthening the Q hypothesis.  Third, 

many sayings overlap with the books of Hebrews, Q, Mark, Matthew, Luke, John, and Paul.  

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Virgin_birth_of_Jesus
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Consequently, scho lars feel such sayings represent multiple proofs  that they came from a historical 

Jesus rather than sayings that were found only once.  
 

The Gospel of Peter  

This gospel is a narration that offers a brief glimpse in the moment of Jesusõs actual rising from his 

tomb.  The gospel was found in 1886,  by the French archaeologist,  Urbain Bouriant , in the modern 

city of  Akhmim , Egypt .  The 8th- or 9th -century manuscript had been respectfully buried with an 

Egyptian monk.   Scholars generally agree that the historical Peter did not write the gospel attributed 

to him, and that it was written in the second half of the 2 nd  cent ury.  The document is incomplete, 

beginning and ending in mid -sentence.  The narrative abruptly ends with Peter fishing at the Sea of 

Galilee, apparently about to witness an appearance of the risen Lord.  The gospel is similar to 

Matthewõs gospel in many aspects, including the story of Pilateõs posting roman soldiers to guard 

Jesusõs grave.  However, it contains even more phenomena.     

Scholars are sharply divided about the documentõs importance to the Jesus tradition.  A major focus 

of the surviving fragm ent is the  passion  narrative, which is notable for assigning responsibility for 

the  crucifixion of Jesus  to  Herod Antipas  rather than to  Pontius Pilate .  Most importa ntly, the 

Resurrection and Ascension, which are described in detail, occur on the same day rather than as 

separate events.     

The proliferation of Gospels during the first centuries CE suggests that the early church did not settle 

on a single view of Jesu s.  Scholars believe that the contrasting descriptions of Jesus in different 

Gospels represent their respective authorsõ attempts to promote a distinctive understanding of 

Jesusõs theological significance.  Many scholars also see the conflicting portraits of Jesus as a 

reflection of power struggles between the different groups that produced them.   

After learning that there were other gospels written about the life of Jesus, I was encouraged to learn 

that the Bible is only one source of information among ma ny sources.  Researching other sources 

gives me additional ways to look at my faith.  It also reassures me that being imperfect and sinful 

was a motivation for so many authors to record the life of Jesus.  The result is additional hope and a 

deeper underst anding of Godõs love and grace. 
 

Information adapted from The New Testament: A Student’s Introduction, by Stephen L. Harris, 5
th
 edition, 

McGraw-Hill publishers, 2006, and other internet sources. 
 

Submitted by Catherine Pierce.  
 

 

WORSHIP ATTENDANCE 
 

2/18/15- 60 2/22/15- 84 2/25/15- 40 3/1/15- 63 

3/4/15- 60 3/8/15- 83 3/11/15- 56 3/15/15- 95 

3/18/15-40 3/22/15-85 3/25/15-56 3/29/15-117 
 

 

 

Kathy Thorstad for the wonderful job she is doing as our Council President. 

Alan Sebranek for his many hours of voluntary work as our Treasurer; 

Edith Lorenz & Lou Stallman for doing our offering counting; 

Pam Fugina for being our trusty Recording Secretary for Church Council and congregational meetings; 

Michelle Meier for being our Financial Secretary; 

Lorre Paulman, Life & Growth (Joy Moore), and Michelle Shemanek who shared their time and treats during  

the fellowship hour. 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Urbain_Bouriant
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Akhmim
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Passion_(Christianity)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Crucifixion_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Herod_Antipas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pontius_Pilate
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A new group in our midst is doing an awesome job of making sure Bristol Lutheran Church is properly 
protected from rain, snow, sleet, or hail. And a whole lot of other things. Fred Zweifel, Carolyn Lyle, and Lou 
Stallman took a recommendation from the audit committee and have spent an incredible number of hours 
meeting with insurance companies and reviewing proposals to make sure our insurance needs are met. As 

Pastor Rick mentioned in a recent sermon, they made us realize that our 150 year old building was only 
insured for about half of what it needed to be and put everything into motion to get us where we need to be. 
²ŜΩǾŜ ƳŀŘŜ ŀ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƻ /ƘǳǊŎƘ autual insurance and fully insured our property, as well as other needs. We 
all know that what makes Bristol Lutheran so special is the members of the congregation and all that we do. 

Our property is a huge piece of our identity that needs to be properly insured. A huge thanks goes out to 
Fred, Carolyn, and Lou for all the work they have done so far. You can look forward to an opportunity to work 

with them soon in another aspect of this process! 
 

 

Health and Wellness Awareness 
 

We recognize that as a large gathered community, we have many individual health needs  

that may effect one another, from colds to allergies to fragrance sensitivities. 

We encourage you to be aware and understanding of the needs of those around you. 

Thank You!! 
 

 

Help Wanted for Bristol Butterflies and Nursery…. 
 

Do you enjoy the children of the congregation? Would you like to help the children make a craft,  read them a story, play 

with them during our service? Please contact Sandy Hundt if you would like to become a volunteer! The rotation is usually 

one time every 4-5 weeks. Let Sandy know if you are interested!! 
 

 

All Ministry Committee Night…the second Tuesday of every month, from 6:30-8 PM. 

A night for committees to meet, collaborate, discuss, as we share ministry together.  All committees of the 

congregation are invited to be part of this night and use this night as designated for meeting, especially the 

standing committees of the Congregational Council.  Hope you can join us! 
 

 

Bristol Friends 
 

Are you mourning a loss?  Death of a spouse, divorce, job loss, or just need a friend?  

Please come join us April 11
th
, 11 am, Roadside Grill (Hwy 19 and I-90 Windsor, WI) 

 for some fellowship time with friends!!  This is a great time to get out and visit with other people. We hope to 

see you there..... 
 

 

                                   Brat Fest 2015 
 

As part of a youth mission fundraiser, we were given the opportunity to volunteer 

at Brat Fest.  The good news is anyone can volunteer their hours, and Bristol 

ministries can receive funds ($8-9 per hour worked for Youth Group, Women’s 

Group, etc.)  After creating a profile, and being approved, you and your family can 

sign up for shifts throughout the week of May 18-26.  Make sure to choose Bristol 

Lutheran Church as your group.  Email Michelle if you have any questions or need 

help signing up for a shift.   http://volunteer.bratfest.com/ 
 

 

The National Day of Prayer is May 7, 2015 with this year's theme being 

 "Lord, Hear Our Cry". 

http://volunteer.bratfest.com/

