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Holy Week 
All of the disciples of Christ, young and old, are invited to walk 

together this Holy Week.  Experiencing this week is faith 

formation.  We talk about Holy Week, but living it is the best 

way to teach. Every worship service is kid friendly.   
 

April 9, 9 AM – Palm Sunday 
 

The Journey begins… 
 

Thursday, April 13, 6:30 PM – Maundy Thursday – A Seder Meal 
 

The Seder Meal is not Christian, but it is the meal where Holy Communion originates. However, we are not 

celebrating communion. We are not celebrating Seder, either; we are not pretending to be Jewish. 
 

We are imagining the experience that Jesus and the disciples may have gone through 2000 years ago. 

The feeling and emotion the disciples experienced when Jesus shared the Last Supper. 
 

Jesus did not intend to institute Holy Communion, when he said these words at the Passover meal. We (the 

Church) have given meaning to this specific event, we have made his words the “words of institution.” We have 

taken Passover and connected it to the story of salvation in Jesus Christ.  Remember, Jesus wasn’t starting 

Christianity. We are simply remembering the event. Remember, we are the Gentiles that have been brought into 

the Jewish story of salvation, life, forgiveness, and redemption. 
 

It would be better off to be invited to a Jewish Passover,  

and celebrate in it with our brothers and sisters, rather than try to recreate it ourselves.  

Until we have that opportunity, you are invited to come, experience the story through this Seder Meal.   
 

Note: So all families are prepared, the ‘meal’ is a very small tasting, not a full dinner. 
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Sunday WORSHIP – 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday WORSHIP– 6:30 p.m. 
Attended NURSERY and BRISTOL BUTTERFLIES for Sunday Worship (3 – 7 year old)  

Fellowship – 10:00 a.m. 
 Pastor Rick Reiten, phone 608-622-7910, email pastorrick@bristollutheran.org 

Council President:  Bob Hundt, home phone 608-837-3497 

Parish Secretary:  Michelle Meier, email secretary@bristollutheran.org 
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The Bristol Banner is the official monthly publication of  

Bristol Lutheran Church.  Membership is voluntary.  We are located at 6835 HWY N, Sun Prairie, WI 53590-9431. 
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Friday, April 14, 6:30 PM – Good Friday 
 

It’s Friday…but we know that Sunday is coming.   

Experience the death of Jesus in a different way, as we listen, watch, and feel the crucifixion. 

We will explore the different stations of the cross, and actively participate in the final moments of Jesus’ life. 
 

Saturday, April 15 
 

All is silent… 
 

Sunday, April 16 

 

7:45 - 9 AM– Easter Breakfast 
 

9 and 10:30 AM – Easter Worship 

He is risen…he is risen, indeed!  Alleluia!  
 

From Pastor’s Rick’s Desk 
 

We talk a lot about money in the church.  Sometimes more than some care to hear! As all of you are aware, the money helps 

the church operate, but we also get to share our gifts with our community and world. We get to help change lives by the 

offering that goes into the plate.  But not all our talk about money is asking for more.  Sometimes we need to talk about 

money, sharing our faith stories of generosity. 
 

Did you know there is a huge part of our church family that watches the plate go by – without ever putting anything in it? 

What are we going to do with them?! We are going to tell their story.   
 

“Dear Simply Giving (Electronic Giving) families,  
  

Thank you.  You may not realize the impact that you make on the congregation and community through your offering and 

gifts.  We all participate in Simply Giving for different reasons, but your faithfulness and consistency through Simply 

Giving is deeply felt.  Because of you, the congregation is able to do amazing work. 
  

In the past year and a half, our Simply Giving families have doubled from 15 to 30.  From young families to empty nesters 

to folks over 80 – people who do Simply Giving at Bristol are diverse. Some have been participating for years, some are 

brand new. This year when pledge commitments were returned, Simply Giving accounted for 37% of the congregations 

pledges and 41% of the overall giving at Bristol. Those numbers are astounding, yet only tell part of the story of the impact 

you have made as members of this community. Thank you for your part in the mission and ministry here at Bristol. 
  

I have heard from families that when the offering plate is passed during worship, it can be awkward to not put anything in.  

Our family uses that opportunity to encourage Anya about the Kid’s Offering Bucket, and place a blue “Simply Giving” 

card in the plate, as a reminder for us of the gifts we have given.  You are welcome to do that as well.  Regardless if you do 

anything in addition to Simply Giving, you and your family are appreciated.  That is most important.  And if anyone asks 

“Why do you do simply giving?”, please share your story! 
 

I hope that  encouraged by this note, and that you feel Simply Giving is worthwhile and important for you and your family.” 
 

One Simply Giver said – I have been a Simply Giving donor since day 1.  I have talked this program up every time I could 

get anyone to listen. I know it has made it easy to give and easier yet to fulfill my pledge every year since. 
 

Another stated - Now that I am in my second year [of Simply Giving], I enjoy not writing the checks.  It is a natural part of 

my budget. 
 

Whether you are regular giver, a Simply Giver, and joyful giver, or a dutiful giver – your generosity does amazing work.  

Our stories of sharing God’s gifts are important to hear.  Keep telling them! 
 

Thanks be to God. 

Pastor Rick 
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Come and join us for a meal and fellowship on Wednesday evenings during Lent. A free will 

offering is collected and the funds will go to local, national, and global charities chosen by 

 the youth. 
 

Remaining Dates Are: 

March 29 

April 5 
 

 

 

YOUTH GROUP CHARITABLE GIVING 
Every year our Youth Group divides a portion of its Fundraising Dollars to charities they want to 

support.  Any freewill donation for the Lent Meals, will be added to these charities.   This year the 

following charities have been chosen. 

 

Local – Lutheran Campus Ministries (South-Central Synod of 

Wisconsin)  

National – American Cancer Society 

Global – Malala Fund www.malala.org  

   Malala became a global advocate for the millions of girls being denied a formal 

education because of social, economic, legal and political factors. The Malala Fund 

brings awareness to the social and economic impact of girls' education and works to 

empower girls to raise their voices, to unlock their potential and to demand change. 
 

 

Habitat for Humanity 5K run/walk  

 Hosted by Bristol Lutheran May 20th, 2017!   
 

Can you help volunteer?  We need you! 

Want to walk? There is a 1.5 mile walk! Sign up! 

Ready to run? Compete in the timed 5k (3 mile) race. 

Kids Dash?  There is something for everyone! 
 

Please SPREAD THE WORD! 

Sign-up forms are available outside the office doors or online.  
 

Last year we raised over $6000 from this race, to benefit Habitat for 

Humanity Dane County.   

This year’s proceeds will also benefit Habitat for Humanity. 
 

  

LIBRARY SPOTLIGHT 
 

The library wants to share a book by Sigmund Brouwer titled  “The Carpenter’s Cloth”  “Christ’s Journey to the Cross and 

Beyond”.   This book is written to take us into the life of Jesus and what he taught to the people and to his ultimate act of 

love and compassion. The book is written with the chapters sharing the message of Jesus’s ministry with a focus of time 

from Palm Sunday through the passion week that brings Jesus to the cross. This book as the author tells us “is a journey 

alongside the man who accepted death on a cross for all of us.”  The essays/stories are short and highlighted with beautiful 

artwork that bring the message to life for all who want to read “The Carpenter’s Cloth”. 

http://www.malala.org/
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STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

Celebrating and working to care for the Earth that God has given to us to live in is the focus 

of Earth Day-April 22 and Arbor Day-April 28. There are lots of ideas for what we can do to 

care for the earth and the environment and one of these ideas is planting trees. Preparations 

will begin in April to plant-replace trees in the outside area of the church.  This will be a job 

that will give beauty to the landscape of the church and will be good for the environment too. 

What a blessing!  Anyone who enjoys working with projects like this is welcomed to help. 

You can contact Janice Vollmert or Peg Hanson from stewardship and Lori Taylor from the 

property committee. We will celebrate the earth we live in always and it will have a special 

focus -April 22 thru April 28. Let’s get started with preparing to plant trees. 
 

  

YOUTH 
 

Youth and Parents!  
 

The Bristol Lutheran Youth Group would like to do yard/miscellaneous cleanup for two families.  
 

The date for this cleanup work is April 8, 2017 (Saturday), from 9:00 AM to noon. We will spend 

one-and-a-half hours at each home.  
 

If you can help, or if you have any questions, please contact Tammy Weiss or Pastor Rick. 
 

  

BRISTOL LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
 

Happy Spring! The annual Salad Buffet, Bake Sale and Plant Sale will be the first Saturday in May on the 6
th
. Watch for 

signup sheets for donations of your delicious salads, yummy baked goods and smiling faces to volunteer. Please consider 

starting some plants from seed or separating perennials to donate to the plant sale. A portion of the profits will be donated 

to the Food Pantry, Bristol’s Emergency Fund and Shelter from the Storm Ministries. We will applying for seed money 

from Thrivent Financial. A meeting is scheduled for Sunday, April 23 after worship to discuss final details and to start 

planning the baking for the Norwegian Specialties Food Sale (the first Saturday in October). 
 

 

 

HISTORICAL NOTE 

  
After a training session to see the various places where historic items are stored, the logic of how they are organized, and 

what needs to be done on an ongoing basis, Debbie Waelti, Eleanor Brinsko, and Bob Sherman agreed to serve with me on 

the History Committee during 2017. We will continue with the ongoing project of determining what to save in the Archives 

of Bristol Lutheran Church. The assistance of all three is welcome and appreciated.  

               

One of the items in the historic fiiles is a spiral notebook with the minutes of the first meeting of Bristol Lutheran Cemetery 

Association. It took place January 10, 1949. Alfred Reinen was elected Chairperson. Other officers of the organization were 

Hans Nordness, Chris Strand, and Stanley Moe.  All members of the congregation were considered members also of the 

Cemetery Association. At the time, the Association made markers for each lot. The 1949 income was noted as $10 in March 

and $25 in June. Since no official record of Bristol Lutheran Cemetery Association was found in either county or state 

records, Bristol Lutheran Congregation in 2013 voted to make the Cemetery a Congregational Committee responsible to 

report to Congregational Meetings.  

 

A question recently asked involved the price of cemetery plots in 1993. It was interesting to find in BLC archives that 

members paid only $125 and non-members paid $400 in 1993 for a plot.   

 

Alice Zweifel, BLC Archivist 
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OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 

College Students…… 
 

The Outreach Committee is currently working on “Thinking of You Cards” for the college students who are members here 

at Bristol Lutheran Church… If you have a college student who would be interested in receiving some kind words from the 

church, please send their complete address to Wendy Hoffmann at wrhoff@charter.net or Michelle Meier at 

secretary@bristollutheran.org . Please submit all addresses no later than April 14
th
. 

 

 

Thank you to all the people who graciously volunteer their time and food donations to this event! 

We receive many praises on the nights that we host. What a wonderful way for Bristol Lutheran Church to 

give back to the families in our community!! 

The next time we serve will be on June 12
th
 so mark your calendars….. 

 

 

LIFE & GROWTH COMMITTEE 
 

April 22 - Early Cinco de Mayo celebration! The progressive dinner will begin at 5 p.m. at Peg and 

Don Hanson's house, then move to Barbara and Rich Schnell's for dinner, and Wendy and Jeff 

Hoffmann's for dessert. Watch for more details in the weekly announcements and  

Bristol Blurb. 
 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE 
  

meets at 6:30 p.m., 2
nd

 Tuesday of the month 
 

Committee members:  Pastor Rick, Marilyn Betlach, 

Ken Forney (Director of Music Ministry), Ron Radunzel (Council Liaison), & Cyndi Voeck (Chair, Secretary) 
 

Palm Sunday, 4/9, 9:00 a.m. 

 We raise our palms & voices to celebrate Jesus’ arrival to Jerusalem as he nears his final days among us. 
 

Maundy Thursday, 4/13, 6:30 p.m. 

To observe the final Passover meal Jesus had with his disciples, we will share a Seder meal in fellowship hall.  Please 

sign-up in the lower entry.  Thank you to Emme Thorpe for preparing the food! 

 

Good Friday, 4/14, 6:30 p.m. 

In observance of our Lord’s sacrifice for us, we will be visiting several Stations of the Cross throughout the sanctuary 

and upper narthex. 
 

EASTER Sunday is on April 16.  Our celebration worship times are 9:00 & 10:30 a.m., with no fellowship in between. 
 

 

 

BREAKFAST POTLUCK on Easter Sunday, 7:45 – 9 a.m. 

 We’re trying something new this year.  BLC has many great cooks 

and our potlucks are simply outstanding, so it was decided to try a 

breakfast potluck!  Crock pots would be a great way to bring your hot 

items, thus always being hot and ready for consumption.  Fresh fruit, donuts, juice, milk, etc. are welcome, too.  Drop 

off for food begins at 7:00 a.m.  Thank you to Peg Hanson and Kristin Ward for running with this! 
 

Make a JOYFUL noise unto the Lord!  SERVE the Lord with GLADNESS!  Come before his presence with SINGING!!! 

Cyndi Voeck, W & M Chair 

 

mailto:wrhoff@charter.net
mailto:secretary@bristollutheran.org
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Welcome our New Members - April 2nd and April 5th 

 

Come and welcome the newest members in our community. 
 

Kim Han, (Martie and Luke) 

Wayne & Tracy Hermanson 

Travis and Heather Larson, (Grant) 

Debbie and Mark Maley, (Kobi) 

Ryan & Tiara Steffen, (Remington) 

Christine and Dennis Vieth, (Colin and Anna) 

Chad and Kristina Weisensel, (Hunter) 

Michelle Weisensel,(Ainsely and Adeline) 

Let Us Prayé 

Prayers of healing, comfort and support for members:   Mary Wagner, Debbie Maley, Eileen Farney, Kobi 

Maley, David Manthe, Kassi & Charlie Brown and family,  
For family &  friends :  Malia Haynes(family of Nancy Schmelzer-Scott) Donna Harrison (friend of Alice 
Bakke & Candy Skibba), Nate Olsen ( son of Tina and Doug Olsen),  Neil Weigen (grandson of Jan Weigen), 
Elaine Rogers (friend of Debbie & Mark Maley), Mary Margaret Kreager (sister of Diane Coudray), Sarah 
Nissen (Friend of Lindsay and Pastor Rick), Denise Stier ( Daughter in Law of Lea Nordness), Carol  Fowler 
and Mary Jane Smith (Friends of Gloria Bartlett), "ÅÒÎÁÄÉÎÅ #ÏÏË ɉ*ÉÍ "ÁÕÅÒȭÓ ÓÉÓÔÅÒɊȟ Mary Ann Jacobi 
(sister of Roger Nolden), #ÈÒÉÓ "ÒÉÇÇÓ ɉ*ÉÍ "ÁÕÅÒȭÓ ÓÉÓÔÅÒɊȟ Russ Lorenz, Jamie Falk (friend of Ken Forney), 
Christopher Flynn (Diane Coudray grandson), Mary Lynn Piezker (friend of Jim & Jean Bauer), Bev Gehrke 
ɉ'ÅÎÅ Ǫ "ÅÖ 'ÅÈÒËÅȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙɊȢ   
For our homebound:  Arlene Sasser & Del Trevorrow, Bev & Gene Gehrke, Lorie Nolden, Clara Higgins, Betty 
Skrenes, Milt & Ilene Austin, Mary Wagner, David Grulke, Ruth Wipperfurth, and Phyllis Reinen. 
Prayers of comfort for the family of :  Jenni Steiner (friend of Audrey Drake) who passed away on February 
25th 2017. LiÎÄÁ -ÁÒÔÉÎÓÏÎ ɉ!ÎÇÅÌ (ÏÄÓÄÏÎȭÓ -ÏÔÈÅÒɊ×ÈÏ ÐÁÓÓÅÄ Á×ÁÙ ÏÎ φȾφόȾυϋȢ 
Prayers of Celebration:  On the birth of Torin Ray Ledford born March 7th 2017. He is the son of Bethany 
and Isaac Ledford and brother of Zelda. Proud grandparents are Jeff and Jan Dorner.  
 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries!!  
 

It's a brand new month!!  -  April 2017. 

Along with this new month comes some new birthdays and anniversaries. 

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to our members who celebrate the occasion in April!! 
 

 

 

Help Wanted for Bristol Butterflies and Nursery…. 
 

Do you enjoy the children of the congregation? Would you like to help the children make a craft, read them a story, play 

with them during our service? Please contact Sandy Hundt if you would like to become a volunteer! The rotation is usually 

one time every 4-5 weeks. Let Sandy know if you are interested!! 
 

 

 

A card shower for Betty Skrenes, 
 

Betty Skrenes, a lifelong member of the congregation and now a resident of Kenosha, Wisconsin,   

will be celebrating her 96th birthday on April 17th. 

Although she does not write many letters as of late, 

"She is thinking of her friends at Bristol but has not been able to write as much as she would like to". 
 

Betty would appreciate a birthday card or note to help her celebrate and that she is not been 

forgotten.  She misses the church, her friends, other family members and Sun Prairie. 
 

Address is:   

Betty Skrenes  

1870 27th Ave. Apt. 206  

                                                              Kenosha, WI  53140-4700 


