
 1 

 

February 5th - 9 am 

(Wednesday Feb 8th 6:30 pm)  
 

Youth Sunday and Souper Bowl Sunday 
 

Youth will lead worship and preach, and our special 

“noisy offering” of coins will be given to Hand in Hand for Syria bringing 

food, medical supplies, blankets directly to those affected by the ongoing war. 
 

 

LEAD 2017 - GET READY!  “Growing Together, Bearing Fruit” 

March 11, 2017  - 8:30 am - 3:30 pm  - Good Shepherd (Madison) 

Leadership, Education, And Development (LEAD). 

Keynote Speaker: Dr. Kurt Hendel “Luther’s Hidden and Revelead God” 

Register NOW for this synod event, designed to teach and 

strengthen leaders in our congregation.  In addition to our keynote 

speaker, we will offer informative workshops to build the ministry in 

your congregations. 

  Cost: $25 – Will be covered by the church if necessary. 
 

                          For more info and to Register:  

                                   http://www.scsw-elca.org/lead.aspx 
 

  THE
 BRISTOL BANNER 

       Newsletter of Bristol Lutheran Church 

 
 

       February 2017 

 

 

“Inspired by the Gospel, we love and serve creation through our Christ-centered community.” 
 

 
 

Sunday WORSHIP – 9:00 a.m. 

Wednesday WORSHIP– 6:30 p.m. 
Attended NURSERY and BRISTOL BUTTERFLIES for Sunday Worship (3 – 7 year old)  

Fellowship – 10:00 a.m. 
 Pastor Rick Reiten, phone 608-622-7910, email pastorrick@bristollutheran.org 

Council President:  Bob Hundt, home phone 608-837-3497 

Parish Secretary:  Michelle Meier, email secretary@bristollutheran.org 

            

 

The Bristol Banner December edition is the official monthly publication of  

Bristol Lutheran Church.  Membership is voluntary.  We are located at 6835 HWY N, Sun Prairie, WI 53590-9431. 

http://www.scsw-elca.org/lead.aspx
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PASTOR’S MESSAGE 
 

Who are we? 

Who is our neighbor? 

Who/what do we want to become? 
 

These questions continue to run through my mind, as we move forward in ministry in this new year.   

Frankly, these are the same questions I have been thinking about for years. Questions of identity are found throughout 

scripture.  So is the question of what defines neighbor.  And most of what Jesus teaches is about who we become. 
 

Last year at our annual meeting, I asked us to mark on a city/county map where we lived.  And we were tasked with 

finding out who our neighbors were.  That is just the neighbors at church.  When we go to work, in our school, in our 

community, in our country and world, we find diverse neighbors.  I hope we can take an opportunity to explore and 

appreciate the different relationships God has gifted to us. 
 

At this year’s annual meeting, I am planning on encouraging us to “Be who we are, and be okay” not something we are 

not.  (If you miss the meeting you can read about it in the annual report!) Often churches get caught up into trying to be 

something there not, trying to get the most people, do the best programs, etc. – and we fail to see the value who God 

has made us as a congregation.  Sometimes growth is not always best defined as a numbers or dollars. 
 

Part of what helps us define who we are, who our neighbors are, and who we want to become is in our mission 

statement.  It has been 20 years since the mission statement was adopted.  I think it is time for a change.  Our 

community has changed.  Our neighbors have changed.  Even members who have been here since birth have changed.  

Our mission has changed.   So…I need your help to write it. 
 

What specifically makes Bristol…Bristol?  What makes us unique?  What foundation do we need?  What is our 

ministry focus? Name 3 things that are important to this congregation.  What would the community miss if we were not 

here? 
 

Many mission statements are generic, used for any church, anywhere in the world.   
 

Who are we?  God’s children. 

Who are our neighbors?  Everyone. 

Who/what do we want to become? Better neighbors to all. 
 

Those are all true statements, and broadly speaking…they are perfectly true.  But maybe not helpful. 
 

A new mission statement for us should be a reflection in this time and place of what God is calling us to do, who God 

is calling us to be.  
 

Thank you.  For being God’s people, now and always.   
 

Peace, 

Pr. Rick 

 
 

 

 

   

 

The Shack 

 

Have you ever read this incredible book?  It is a fictional story about the Holy Trinity –an interesting and 

contemporary look at Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – and our relationship with God.  You are invited to read 

it…and we will meet to discuss the book at the end of February as a small group. And then in March, we 

will venture to the theatre to watch the movie   (coming out on March 2). 
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Faith Formation – Join us at 7:15 Wednesday Nights  
 

“Talking Torah –  What is there to fear?” 
 

We continue to explore the first 5 books of the OT… 

…our fear, the fear of the people, the fear of God. 
 

    February 1 (Leviticus) 

    February 15 (Numbers) 

     February 22 (Deuteronomy) 
 

 

Would you like to host a Wednesday Evening Lenten Meal for the congregation? The 

meal funds will go to local, national, and global charities chosen by the youth. 
 

Dates would be: 

March 8 (Youth Group) 

March 15 

March 22 

March 29 

April 5. 
 

This is a great event for our fellowship time during Lent. Most people sign up with a 

couple partners to help host this evening. What is usually provided would be a main meal item, side, dessert, and a 

beverage. For example the Youth would most likely provide spaghetti, salad (or bread), dessert, milk, and coffee. We 

have had people do many things from soup and bread to taco bar. It’s completely up to you so feel free to be creative!! 

Please watch for the sign-up sheet and additional details to be posted in the lower entrance. 
 

  

LIBRARY SPOTLIGHT 
 

The library wants to share 2 books that are written by Ann Voskamp that connect to each other with the inspiring 

messages they have.  The first book is “one thousand gifts”  and “In ‘one thousand gifts’, Ann invites you to embrace 

everyday blessings and embark on the transformative spiritual discipline of chronicling God’s gifts. It’s only in this 

expressing of gratitude for the life you already have, that you discover the life you’ve always wanted. Come know the 

impossible right down in your bones: you are wildly loved—and by God. Open your eyes to ordinary amazing grace. 

And a way of living that is finally—fully—alive.”    The second book is another one that is “ Selections From one 

thousand gifts FINDING JOY IN WHAT REALLY MATTERS”.  In this book Ann Voskamp takes some of the 

messages she had in the first book and combines them with photographs that she has taken. The combination is a 

beautiful presentation of stories and pictures that remind us of God’s amazing grace, the joy that we all can have and 

being thankful for our life.  The messages shared in these books are a true gift to us from the author, Ann Voskamp.  

Come to your library and check thesebooks out. 
 

  

STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE 
 

STEWARD’S OF GOD’S  CREATION 

Genesis 1 vs 26 tells us about God’s creation and how being stewards of the world began when it says  “Let us make 

human beings in our image, make them reflecting our nature So they can be responsible for the fish in the sea, the birds 

in the air, the cattle, And yes, Earth itself, and every animal that moves on the face of Earth.”   God created the world 

with all of it’s beauty.  He gave Adam & Eve the responsibility to be the caretakers of all that was created as they lived 

the world God created. They were the first Steward’s of God’s creation and we are all continuing that stewardship of 

God’s creation today. There are lots of ideas and possibilities for how we can do the work of caring for God’s creation. 

The challenge will be to discover ways that we can continue to be the Steward’s of God’s Creation.   We are all created 

to be caregivers of what God has given to us. 

Stewardship committee members: Peg Hanson,  Pastor Rick Reiten, Janice Vollmert 
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YOUTH 
 

February 8
th
 – 6:30 Worship and 7:15 Children’s Hospital of Madison 

 

Youth are leading worship on Sunday Feb 5 and Wed Feb 8 – after we will visit the Children’s Hospital of 

Madison for our service activity. Can you bring a kids book or a stuffed animal to give to a kid? Look for more 

information to come.   
 

We need adults to help drive!  Thanks! 

 

 

 
 

 

  

BRISTOL LUTHERAN CHURCH WOMEN 
 

Salad Buffet, Bake Sale and Plant Sale will be the first Saturday in May on the 6
th
. Please consider starting some 

plants from seed to donate to the plant sale. A planning meeting will be scheduled for March. 

BLCW officers: Sandy Barr-Hundt – President, Barbara Schnell – Secretary, Edith Lorenz – Treasurer. 
 

  

                             OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
 

Bristol Lutheran is scheduled to serve Sunshine Supper on March 13
th
. Sign-up sheets for volunteer time 

and food donations will be out in mid-February.  Our menu will remain the same that we will be serving 

hot  turkey sandwiches and peaches! 
 

 

WORSHIP & MUSIC COMMITTEE 
  

meets at 6:30 p.m., 2
nd

 Tuesday of the month 
 

Committee members:  Pastor Rick, Marilyn Betlach, 

Ken Forney (Director of Music Ministry), Richard Schnell (Council Liaison), & Cyndi Voeck (Chair, Secretary) 

 

BEERS & HYMNS – What a fun evening of music!  This was our second event at Willie Ty’s and it was a cozy, fun one.  

Hopefully we’ll be able to hold it again in the near future.  We’ll keep you posted! 
 

THANK YOU to Barb Fett, Cathy Pierce, Arlene Skrenes, & Janice Vollmert  for helping me take down the Christmas 

decorations.  Great team! 
 

LENT – Our season of Lent begins with a special 6:30 p.m. worship on March 1, Ash Wednesday.  With the rest of the 

Lent Wednesdays we will be using Holden Evening Prayer. 
 

EASTER Sunday is on April 16.  We will be having two services, with the first service at our regular time of 9 a.m.  The 

second service time is yet to be determined.  That time will be set at our next W & M meeting (2/7), so watch for the time in 

our March Banner.   

 There will also be a breakfast potluck before the 9 a.m. service.   The start time of that is yet to be determined.  Again, 

we’ll set the time at our next meeting on 2/7. 
 

OUTDOOR WORSHIP & Pet Blessing – We’ve set the date for this service at Stoneridge Estates Park, 300 Stonehaven 

Drive, Sun Prairie.  It’s on Sunday, June 18.  More details to follow! 
 

Make a JOYFUL noise unto the Lord!  SERVE the Lord with GLADNESS!  Come before his presence with SINGING!!! 

Cyndi Voeck, W & M Chair 
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LIFE & GROWTH COMMITTEE 
 

Monona Library Art (RESCHEDULED) 

Bob Hundt is exhibiting 50 pieces of his photography at the Monona Public Library and is 

looking forward to guiding us through the exhibit on February 11. We can carpool from church 

or meet there. We'll start our tour at the library at 2 PM. 

Check with Bob Hundt or Kathy Thorstad if you have questions. 

 

 

 
 

Let Us Pray… 

Prayers of healing, comfort and support for members:  Kobi Maley, Arlene Sasser, Alice Bakke, David 

Manthe, Kassi & Charlie Brown and family,  
For family & friends: Neil Weigen (grandson of Jan Weigen), Elaine Rogers (friend of Debbie & Mark 
Maley), Jerry Musil, Mary Margaret Kreager (sister of Diane Coudray), Kari Lyle (granddaughter of Carolyn 
Lyle), Sarah Nissen (Friend of Lindsay and Pastor Rick), Carrie Field (daughter of Jean Bauer), Hunter 
Family (friend of Audrey Drake), Denise Stier ( Daughter in Law of Lea Nordness), Carol  Fowler and Mary 
Jane Smith (Friends of Gloria Bartlett), Bernadine Cook (Jim Bauer’s sister), Norman Salt (friend of Candy 
Skibba), Mary Ann Jacobi (sister of Roger Nolden), Chris Briggs (Jim Bauer’s sister), Russ Lorenz, Jamie Falk 
(friend of Ken Forney), Christopher Flynn (Diane Coudray grandson), Mary Lynn Piezker (friend of Jim & 
Jean Bauer), Bev Gehrke (Gene & Bev Gehrke’s family).   
For our homebound: Arlene Sasser & Del Trevorrow, Bev & Gene Gehrke, Lorie Nolden, Clara Higgins, Betty 
Skrenes, Milt & Ilene Austin, Mary Wagner, David Grulke, Ruth Wipperfurth, and Phyllis Reinen. 
Prayers of Celebration: On the birth of Roe James Charnecki born on 12/29/16 weighing 7lbs 6oz. Proud 
parents are Mera and Chris Charnecki (and little brother Pike) and grandparents are Jeff and Jan Dorner. 
Prayers of comfort for the family of: Nicole Yusten (friend of Debbie & Mark Maley)who passed away on 
January 5, 2017, Darlene Roseland (mom of Debbie Maley)who passed away on December 16, 2016., Steve 
Houser who passed away on December 17, 2016.  Donald Cook (brother –in- law of Jim Bauer) who passed 
away on January 1, 2017. 
 

 

Birthdays and Anniversaries!!  
 

It's a brand new month!!  -  February 2017. 

Along with this new month comes some new birthdays and anniversaries. 

Happy Birthday and Happy Anniversary to our members who celebrate the occasion in February!! 
 

 

                                            Inclement Weather 
 

With the winter months upon us, please be sure to check the Bristol Lutheran Church website for any 

worship service or major meeting cancellations. The website is www.bristollutheran.org 

You may also contact the church at 608-837-6093 and listen to any updates on the answering machine. 
 

 

On Sunday, Feb 12
th
, the Outreach Committee is planning to take cookies and visit homebound 

people.  We need folks to sign up to bake and bring cookies the Sunday before so the kids can 

decorate them after church. 

Yes that Sunday is February 5, Super Bowl day. 

Then we need people to take cookies and visit our members who are homebound on the 12th. 

 Another sign up! 

Please see the sign-up sheets in the lower entrance. 

http://www.bristollutheran.org/
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UPCOMING ITEMS. 
 

As a retired Associate in Ministry of the ELCA, I continue to receive “Seeds of the Parish.” Recently, I noted 

therein the following items which other ELCA members might not otherwise hear about. 
 

The Triennial Gathering of Women of ELCA will be July 13-16, 2017, in Minneapolis, MN. The Reformation 

theme is “All Anew,” with daily titles – Renewal of Creation from Psalms 104:30; Renewal of Sight from Isaiah 

43:19; Renewal of Spirit from Romans 12:2; Renewal of Hope from 2
nd

 Corinthians 4:16; and Renewal of Life 

from Titus 3:4-5. Early registration for $310 ends January 6, 2017. After that date, the cost will be $350. 

Attendance for only one day will cost $175. Those interested in attending should register at welcatg.org. 
  

The 2018 ELCA Youth Gathering will be in Houston, TX. The theme will be “This Changes Everything” using 

the scripture Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is 

the gift of God.” 
 

AMMPARO = Accompany Migrant Minors with Protection, Advocacy, Representation, and Opportunities. The 

organization started in California but was adopted by vote of the churchwide assembly of the ELCA in August. 

Its goal is to make a difference in the lives of migrant children and families. It asks that we welcome the migrants 

to our community, offer a network of support for them, continue updates about them to our congregation, and 

advocate for public policies concerning them. 
 

“The Water of Life” published by Lutheran Outdoor Ministries is 2017 curriculum about creation, community, 

and faith formation. It offers five-day Bible Study sessions for preschool, lower elementary, upper elementary, 

junior high, high school, and adults. Those sessions include games, crafts, worship experiences, and team 

building along with each Bible story. Meanwhile, Lutheran Outdoor Ministries is offering its 2016 Vacation Bible 

School curriculum called “The Jesus Way” for free. 
 

Alice Zweifel, AIM 
 

 

BEFRIENDERS 
 

We are a congregation – who visits, shares communion, listen to stories, and love each other through our 

presence together. 
   

For years we have had a thriving ministry called Befrienders, where lay people work with Pastor Rick to 

visit and bring communion to others we care for in the congregation.  This group helps provide pastoral 

care to the congregation, beyond what the pastor can do alone.  As the identity of our congregation 

changes, we need to strengthen this group with others who are passionate about visiting. 
 

     You are a minister of the congregation…can you help? 
 

 

The Directories Are Here!!! 

We are currently handing out the new church directories. If you had a photo taken with Lifetouch your 

directory is free! If you submitted a photo or had a past directory photo used your directories will cost $6.00. 

Please contact Michelle Meier with any questions . 
 

 

2016 Financial Statements 

Your statements have been mailed. Please let Michelle Meier know ASAP if there are any discrepancies on 

your statement. The 2016 books will be cleaned out on January 29
th

 to start working on 2017 giving. Please 

let Michelle know if you have any questions.  
 


